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IMPORTING ALCOHOL
INTO HONG KONG:

ARTISAN SPIRITS SUMS UP
THE EXPERIENCE

Frenchman, Timothée Traber, is the owner of Hong Kong-based import
and distribution company, Artisan Spirits. We asked him to tell us about the

ups and downs associated with his business. &y rrancos Bouche

~ IMPORTER DES SPIRITUEUX
A HONG KONG : L'EXPERIENCE
D’ARTISAN SPIRITS

Le Francais Timothée Traber a monté Artisan Spirits a Hong Kong, une
société d'importation et de distribution de spiritueux. Il detaille les

difficultés et les perspectives de l'exercice. s <

imothé Traber is @ member of the Aprés avoir obtenu a Pékin un bachelor of business
Traber family, which presides over adminisiration commence & Reims, Timao! hé Trabes
tha Metté distillery in Alsace. After rejeton de la famille Traber qui préside aus dest
obtaining a Bachelor of Business Ad-  nées de la distillerie alsacienne Mette, se reirouse 3
ministration in Beijing in 2011, that Hong Kong en 2011, agent de la cave de Ribauvie
he first began in Reims {Champagne], he moved to- Il rejoint ensuite en 2013, toujours a Hong Kong
Hong Kong where he found work as a sales repre- groupe MC [Monsieur Chattél, également agent &0
cantative for Cave de Ribauvillé in 2011. A couple vins. En 2015 enfin. il monte sa propre entreprnse
of years later, he continued to do the same jobiin  Artisan Spirits. « Jai npaturellement comménce
the same place, this time for the Monsieur Chatte  par les alcools Mette et élarg: progras=i gmenl ma
group. He finally decided to setup his own business gamme : armagnac Gelas, calvados Roger Grouit
in 2015, dubbed Artisan Spirits. *I naturally started  cognac Bouju... Je travaille aujou rd'hur avec 10
with the Metté range and gradually extended my marques familiales, francaises ou éirangeres - var
portfolio to include the likes of Gelss Armagnac, mouth allemand Beisazar, whisky bele Belgian

66 | international trade/Echanges internationaux - Special edition | Hors-série V&S news 1018
—#




¢ Calvados, Bouju Cognac,. Today |
with 16 French or foreign family brands sych
j" German vermouth, Belsazar, the Belgian
: "E('Iﬁhn Owi, and the London Gin, Cotswold
- niche products to customers, essen-
| gyin the catering sector.
|. LIFE OF A SPIRITS SALESMAN IN HONG
||I wi 15 FAR FROM EASY.
_ion is the first obstacle. Contrary to wines,
. are subject Lo an excise duty of 100% ad va-
on the EXW price. ~ It has to be paid within 14
lﬂﬂr the pruduct s amival, so you need sound
- +<ury management.” Avoiding stock shortages
,miher problem. ~Especially when you have
e capacily limited to 7 or 8.000 boltles or
yr suppliers are small producers.” Last of all,
i delivery services are hard to come by
: ing a reliable deliverer isn't easy
"ﬂupﬁ.:eismgh-?tn 10% of
sales price of an order, repre-
hng 1,000 Hong Kong dol-
the minimum to qualify for
dglhunr. Timotheé Traber
5 that you have to offer
rﬂl service. “We provide our
mﬂ] mt:ﬂﬁ recipes
We've
classes, first of
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PR e essanfisllamant COfmipasss
tels, da restaurants st e bars. =

LA VIE D'UN YENDEUR DE SPIRTTUEL A HONG
{DNG N EST PAS DE TOUT RERDK
(i P05

L& hscalite constitue une promiérs difficults, & Hong
Kong, contramement aux vins, les spiritueux ont
frappés d'une accise de 100% ad valorem sur le prix
EXW. = Payable dans les 14 jours suhant arrde
du produsl, #lie implique o avoir une bonne maitrise
di-sa irdsorerie. e Eviler les ruptures de stock es
un autre souck, = sarfoe! quaid vius depaser J e
capacité oF stockage imdde & 7000 ou 8000 bou-
teriles et que vos fournisseurs sont e pehis produc:
tetirs », Enfin, [es lwraisons « = Trouver un ereur
Ta 0%
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| pécessild O oltnm ur
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